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other plantings. Ice melt 
can be very deadly to 
plantings and typically 
comes in contact with plants 
when snow is plowed or 
shoveled off a sidewalk or 
walkway and piled in 
landscape beds. Using 
sand instead of salt can 
prevent permanent dam-
age to the aesthetic ap-
peal of your landscape. 

Many people believe that 
everything in our lawn and 
landscape goes dormant in 
�W�K�H���Z�L�Q�W�H�U�W�L�P�H�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V���L�V�Q�·�W��
necessarily true. In areas 
that freeze and stay well 
below freezing during the 
cold months, like Kansas, 
lawns do go dormant, stor-
ing up their energy for 
when the warmer tempera-
tures of spring wake them 
up. Also, trees and shrubs 
shake off their leaves, but 
still need some moisture 
during the winter, espe-
cially if they have been 
newly planted in the fall. 
 
Newly planted shrubs and 
trees need a gallon of 
warm tap water each 
week during the winter if 
there is no additional mois-
ture in the form of rain or 
snow. This will help new 
plantings survive the cold 
and develop strong roots 

to defend the plant 
against insects and 
diseases in the 
growing seasons 
ahead. 
 
As of the beginning 
of December, the 
last measurable 
precipitation was 
recorded on No-
vember 17th, and 
that was only one 
quarter of an inch. 
This lack of moisture 
makes it crucial to 
ensure that new plantings 
are receiving adequate 
water so they survive into 
the spring and thrive in the 
growing season. 
 
It is also important to re-
member that when snow 
comes, ice melt (whether it 
is salt or another chemical 
mixture) needs to be kept 
away from shrubs and 

Illuminating Lighting 
Even though the trees 
have dropped their 
�O�H�D�Y�H�V�����W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���P�H�D�Q��
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q�·�W���V�W�L�O�O���E�H��
beautiful through the 
winter. Professional in-
stallation of landscape 
lighting, one service that 
Superior Landscape pro-

vides, can highlight your 
trees and shrubs during 
the winter, creating at-
tractive shadowing ef-
fects with bare branches 
that are not present in 
the middle of summer. 
Well lit trees and land-
scapes are beautiful all 

year round�³ in the 
growing season or when 
there is snow on the 
ground. Give us a call 
today if you have any 
questions about installa-
tion of a lighting system 
or maintenance of your 
current system. 

The above photo shows the damage 
that salt or other types of ice melt can 

do to shrubs. 
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